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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


25X1 


Ye Moe. -° the clothing stores in Czechoslovakia ware nationalized. and although clothings 
Waa rationed, was not always available, ‘Bbord employees let their friends know 
ahesd of time when they expected clothing im the store, The supply therefore was 
quickly exhausted end there was nons left for those who cane late, Factory worksra =. 
rOuld purahawe cheap clothing withuut too much diffioulty and had special ration coupe 
Which Wore laeued to workers and laborers only) the quality of this clothing was poor... 
ead the workers were not much better off than other people, Tha ordinary citizen could’ 
Ot buy much fer his clothing coupons, because they were food only for # certain 
apeotfied per'.c4, during whioh time the artiole might not have bean available. 

¢ Monty ration stamps were needed to buy a shirt. Bed Jinons were sold for ration 

_ coupons, and some povple ware ‘selling their bed linens through newspaper advertise. 

monts bacsuse thay needed the money, Most people in Czechoslovakis ware rogewing 
or pabenicg their «'d clothes for further Wear. 


a 
s 


Nearing anpars! way extremely oxpensive on the free market, A shirt cost 400 to 

700 crowns, # handierchie: 48 or 60 crowns, @ meter of oloth for making a dress or ; 

auit seven to sieht thousand crowns, (tailors sharged 1,700 orowns for making the 

dreog or t+) « vate of shoae 480. te 766 orowns, a pair of socks 65 to 76 orownd 

aud @ nacktia 16> «-rowgs, i 

“e There was  conaidorshle shortage of Pabsdo and the quality 

25X1 avaliable way very poor, material 

Sor ® mans BuLt on a peivale storms In Novy Jioin i} The ocst of the — 

material was «<teamely “deh, three nm, coating seven to eight thousand crowns, The 25X1 
wer 


bought for sitier deliars or pounds (elo)e In the Winter of 1961-62, a emall bolt of | 
alk appeared in another private store ia Bovy Jicin and was all sold immediately, 


25xX1 
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4, Wool, including knitting wool, was virtually unobtainable. Those 
people who could riise thelr own Angora rabbits for wool sent their 
furs to plants for treating and tanning, where the State confiscated 
about half of the wool. ‘The owner of the fur got the other half 
pack, not too cieii, Wool was sold on the black market at four to 
five thousand crowns per ke. 


5. Textile goods were not of goéd quailty. Tails of the shirts were 
shortened consia<° <iv in order to save fabric, buttons were of poor 
quality, workinanship wus poor, and the shirt came to pieces after a 
short while. , 


6. Womens! raincoats were made from a transparent material of ceilulose 
and aiiicated oxide. When the temperature dropped, this material 
tended to crack und tear. There was a great shortage of these coats, 
also. In buying one of them, a person had to turn in the old coat 560 
that there would be "basic raw materials for new products", House- 
wives! aprons were also made from the same material as the raincoats, 
except that they were green. Nothing hot could be placed on or 
against these aprons because the material would disintegrate. In 
early 1952, thig_material was very expensive, costing 300 crowns per 


25xX1 square meter. artificial silk and wool were being 

25X1 produced in Czechoriovakla, In the town of 
Napajedla ZEOUON SEL, in Moravia, Is a plant called "Fatra", 
where a product called “1ge 

25X41 childrens! trousers. 


7; Leather goods were high on the open market, and the choice was very 
limited. In early 1952, one could see more and somewhat better 
priefcases, billfolds, shopping bags, womens' handbags, and gloves 
on the free market. But there was a constant campaign on to 
conserve leatner. Stores were offering more and more shoes for sale 
with rubber heels and soles, 


8, The amount of food available on ration coupons usually lasted about 
14 daya. after that, people were forced to buy on the extremely 
axpensive free market. An average man with a family who earned | 
3,500 or 4,500 crowns per month could not afford to buy & kg of lard 
on the free market for 450 crowns, 10 dekagrama of salami for 28-35 
orowns, 25 dekagrams of ooffee for 250 crowns, & bottle of wine for 
220-270 sowie » a can of sardines for 180 crowns, ke of butter for 
112 orowne, or one liter of milk for aight crowns. Most of the 
above itema were retioned. This means that the shops only received. 
a@ certain amount, and when that was gone, there was no more. — 


9. The monthly ration of eggs per person was four eggs. All hens were 
supposed to be officially reported and registered. The authorities 
assigned quotas to the farmers, presoribing the number of eggs that 
had to be turned in at the end of the year. One egg cost 10 crowns 
on the free market. As a vesult, many people raised hens without 
reporting them, sc aa to have more eggs for their own use and for 
helping out their relatives and “riends. The daily ration of poor 
grade milk was 1/" cf a liter nar person. | 


10. Large landowners were not entitled to food ration tickets. 
In the Fall of 1951, 16 was offiedally announced that even owners of 
amall plots of land would no longer be entitled -to food ration 
25X1 tickets... A 
person who did not work got ne focd pation coupons. avion coupons 
amounting to one ky of meat sold for one hundred orowns on the 
black market. 
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repens se ‘that;  tndngs dae Yationed then; stoo, but 


r af: 7:4 G up 
2f, oranges appeared in a store - aaping: ‘the winters thoy We 


pola. Bue within a half hour, During the Winter, #f 1961-52, the 


-/25X1 


12. 


_dargest grocery. store.in Opava received two crates cf oranges. [__]25x1 


BSVera] Woiwen Bbatinig to the stare. propriét:. shat they fe 


“several ‘Children, ke “that made no. difference... One can often Se 
housewives queues up. infront of Bape es. hig | for ads ane in. the 


early hours” ‘of the MOPALing 


During the last agli of 1952 ‘there was, a. ‘sertoui ‘anortepa: bt Mea‘. 
fat products in Czeshcslovakia. The situation wae rea’ LY. guite 


e desperate, and the government in Pragte’ ha@ “to try to do. pomethi. 


14, ° 


places, Thave.was -stdanpread tai Pp 
(Czech goods, maéiniy canned and preserved gooda: huge quantl 
end many 


TN was ‘hlacat: : 
. to buy s piece of. goid jewelry, her fdpat 


about it. "Mong articles appeared in “the ‘newspapers about. what + 

government. intended doing in.order.to veniedy the situation... 

Bombastic. Fo eenieed were made about How the wumber ae hogs, suck 

pigs, and*beef cattle was Boing to be ingreased. T 

aughed at thesa statenents.. a ptr whoWed-up at: the lee’ ma: 
that. saws. things , 


being stored for use curing a war emargensy; ” 
were peing shipped to the nevees Union. io 


, 9 standet tia. dempuite: at the 


Private construgtion was at's - strict gor: 


“oon ‘pulling: matertais, During. the Winger ‘of 1951-52: briquettes, b. 

@ea]l and coke Were hard to get. ; 
.- patfons of. buowm ognl, whith was very poor y Piel 

Part vee goat as on. poal with Western Ged ay | 


got’amall 25X1 
adtact been was that 


wh ae in : deeonan eek wcspenerae ny wante 
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t i, the wet f the item that eed t aneka si fhe 
to equal. the weight o a iteni wan ed ta, purchase. -On the 
ot, . 8 wan er ai “Paste grt of 


Black harket, ey o noid ig te ee y ee ta ee OF 
Money were of ‘ox'e: a #e rt. pate Ohal heir mn arder to 
_ dave, - "tn Fee bruery 952 a. diving. Team Suid Gout 8 and crowns, 
‘The US dolla: bad » value of more than S00. crowns. a. eer 
| poopie oon He nme S808 on 5 AOre : - 4 
“Radios atid a wakais 6 were repaired: $n. ani i y pen att the people 
ip! an zi Oe ay ‘ ede 


ae ate 

ae obtained partes : 
because ragular vépaly shope ‘somih 

parte and ‘replaced then with detec sve 


me éinerat dponokte ni tigtion,’ Of sourre, 


. thfoverene ae tae reached ith. net the: paid © 


¥ way they’ Gould, “he 


morale of the. people of Ceeokcaioval 
the oh ton were becoming Gissatiafie 
he unfavorable. economic oo Agsone. 


